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should precede everything, so in regard to all culture
or conduct the mind should be trained to quick per-
ception, and with a determined view to diaw it out
and balance the memory. We know enough when a
man is to have a prize-fight or a foot-race, or take
part in a rowing-match, to train his muscles beforehand,
but as regards the memory or quick perception we wait
till the match comes off in the struggle for life, and
bid the pupil become strong or train while fighting for
the prize An examination of all that has been drawn
out of the mind, or to what it has been raised m
different ages and in different lands, cannot fail to con-
vince us that education has not kept pace with science
in its advance. The professor has distanced the school-
master.

It must be admitted that while quickness of per-
ception or mental activity is closely allied to and
forms a part of the highest intellectual action, and
even seems to be a stimulus to the will itself, the
methods which I have commended for awakening* it
are quite objective or physical, if not purely mechanical
There are few boys so dull that they cannot be made
bright by the process followed by the London thieves,
so far as mere observation is concerned. But what
an immense advance is it towards thought when a
boy has cleared the space between eyes and no-eyes,
between noticing and not noticing' Now it is no
novelty that bodily quickness and litheness are in
many respects allied to and productive of corre-
sponding mental qualities. It was not without reason
that the writers of the last century really believed
that fencing had a great effect in forming character.
"Any one," says the old general in "Claude Melnotte,"